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INTERNAL MEMBERSHIP REGULATIONS 
 

Chapter I 
General Provisions 

 
1. Definitions and Interpretation 
1.1. In these Regulations, whenever capitalized and unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise, the terms and expressions below shall have the following 
meanings: 
a) Association: APDC – Portuguese Association for the Development of 
Communications 
b) Board: the Board of Directors of the Association 
c) Bylaws: the Association’s Bylaws 
d) Regulations: these Internal Membership Admission Regulations. 
 
1.2. Terms defined in the singular may be used in the plural, and vice versa, 
with the corresponding adjustment in meaning. 
 
2. Purpose 
These Regulations establish the rules governing the admission of new 
Members, as provided for in Article 5 of the Bylaws, and set out the rules 
applicable to membership admission fees and annual dues.  
 

Chapter II 
Admission of New Members 

 
Section I 

Individual Members 
 

3. Eligibility Criteria for Individual Members 
3.1. Pursuant to Article 5º, nº1of the Bylaws, individuals who work in the fields 
of information technology, communications, media, or related areas, regardless 
of the economic sector in which they operate, or who have a significant interest 
in ICT and media, may become Individual Members of the Association, provided 
they meet the admission criteria established in these Regulations. 
 
3.2. Individual Members aged 30 years or younger shall be classified as Young 
Individual Members, in accordance with Article 5º, nº 2 of the Bylaws. 
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4. Application 
Applications shall be submitted to the APDC Board, following a proposal by a 
Board member, using the application form approved by the Board, 
accompanied by supporting documentation evidencing the applicant's 
professional activity. 
 
5. Admission of New Individual Members 
The admission of new Individual Members shall be decided by the Board, taking 
into account compliance with the criteria set out in Section 3. 
  

Section II 
Institutional Members 

 
6. Eligibility Criteria for Institutional Members 
Pursuant to Article 5º, nº3 of the Bylaws, legal entities operating in the fields of 
technology, communications, media, or related sectors may become 
Institutional Members. 
 
7. Application 
Applications shall be submitted to the APDC Board following a proposal made 
by a Board member, using the application form approved by the Board and 
accompanied by supporting documentation demonstrating the applicant’s 
activities. 
 
8. Admission of New Institutional Members 
The admission of new Institutional Members shall be decided by the Board, 
taking into account compliance with the criteria set out in Section 6.  
 

Section III 
Honorary Members 

 
9. Eligibility Criteria for Honorary Members 
Pursuant to Article 5º, nº4 of the Bylaws, Honorary Membership may be granted 
to distinguished individuals who have rendered significant services to the 
Association or who have made outstanding contributions to the promotion, 
study, and dissemination of developments and prospects in the fields of 
technology, communications, or media, and their impact on the Portuguese 
economy and society. 
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10. Nomination of Honorary Members 
A proposal for Honorary Membership shall be submitted to the Board by a 
Board member and shall include a brief justification supporting the nomination. 
 
11. Admission of Honorary Members 
The admission of Honorary Members shall be decided by the Board, taking into 
account compliance with the criteria set out in Section 9.  
 

Chapter III 
Admission Fees and Membership Dues 

 
12. Admission Fees and Membership Dues 
12.1. Admission Fee and Annual Dues of Individual Members: 
 a) Admission Fee: 7.50€ 
           b) Annual Dues: 30.00€ 
 
12.2. Young Individual Members shall pay 50% of the admission fee and annual 
dues applicable to Individual Members. Honorary Members are exempt from 
both admission fees and annual dues. 
 
12.3. Institutional Members' admission fees and annual dues are divided into 
four membership tiers: 
 

Tier Annual Dues Admission Fee 

Tier A €2,500 €500 

Tier B €1,500 €250 

Tier C €500 €100 

Tier D €220 €50 

 
12.4. Institutional Membership Tiers 

a) Tier A 
Admission Fee: €500 | Annual Dues: €2,500 
Applicable to corporate entities with annual revenue exceeding €150 
million, as well as public entities and government bodies with equivalent 
annual income. 

b) Tier B 
Admission Fee: €250 | Annual Dues: €1,500 
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Applicable to corporate entities with annual revenue exceeding €5 million 
and up to €150 million, as well as public entities and government bodies 
with equivalent annual income. 

c) Tier C 
Admission Fee: €100 | Annual Dues: €500 
Applicable to corporate entities with annual revenue of up to €5 million, 
as well as public entities and government bodies with equivalent annual 
income. 

d) Tier D 
Admission Fee: €50 | Annual Dues: €220 
Applicable to sole proprietors, non-profit organizations that are not public 
entities or government bodies, and startups (entrepreneurial ventures or 
companies incorporated within the previous three years). 

12.5. Where the revenue of a public entity or government body cannot be 
readily determined, the APDC Board shall assign the appropriate membership 
tier based on criteria such as size, relevance, and market role. 
 
12.6. The Board may establish additional temporary membership tiers, with the 
applicable rules set out in an internal document approved by the Board under 
the authority granted by the General Assembly. 
 
12.7. Admission fees shall be payable upon admission. Annual dues shall be 
paid by the end of January of the corresponding calendar year by check or bank 
transfer to the account designated by the Board.  
Annual dues correspond to a full year calendar. In the year of admission, 
Institutional Member dues shall be calculated on a pro-rata monthly basis 
(duodecimal basis) from the date of admission through the end of the 
corresponding calendar year. 
 
13. Adjustment of Fees, Dues, and Membership Tiers 
13.1. Admission fees and annual dues shall be adjusted annually by the Board 
during December based on an adjustment index equal to the inflation rate less 
two percentage points. 
 
13.2. The inflation rate used shall be the most recent twelve-month rate 
published by Statistics Portugal (INE). 
 
13.3. Whenever deemed appropriate, the Board may apply a lower adjustment 
rate or suspend the adjustment for one or more years. 
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13.4. The Board may propose to the Association’s General Assembly a revision 
of the admission fees and annual membership dues based on a methodology 
other than that provided for in Section 13.1. 
 
13.5. The Board may also propose amendments to the eligibility requirements 
for the membership tiers set out in Section 12.4.  
 

Chapter IV 
Final Provisions 

14. Effective Date 
These Regulations shall enter into force on the date of their approval by the 
General Assembly and shall remain in effect indefinitely. 
 
15. Amendments 
These Regulations may be amended at any time by resolution of the General 
Assembly upon proposal of the Board. 

Date: March 27, 2023.  
 
 


